




 Located 15 miles north of Athens on U.S. 29, with a population 
of approximately 600 persons, the City is a short distance to many 
interesting locations.  Nearby Watson Mill Bridge Park is home to 
the longest covered bridge in Georgia.  For wine lovers, a visit to 
Boutier Winery for a tour and tasting is a must.  The Broad River Water 
Trail flows north of Danielsville and offers opportunities for river 
enthusiasts. 

 

BRASELTON MAIN STREET PROGRAM EARNS 
ACCREDITATION RENEWAL

  Main Street America awarded its reaccreditation credentials to 
Main Street Braselton upon a thorough review of its 2017 work plan 
and acknowledgement of nearly $2 million in private and public 
investments in its downtown.  Braselton’s “Community Impact 
Report” formed the basis of the application to be reaccredited for 
another year since its original national certification in 2016.   The 
report confirmed more than 250 promotional events were held 
attracting over 72,000 attendees.   Among those featured were the 
Garden Party, Zombie Run, Chocolate Walk and Pooches in the Park 
events.  Amy Pinnell is Braselton Main Street’s Director.   “It’s exciting 
and rewarding to receive the national recognition again based on 
rigorous performance standards set by the National Main Street 
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Center.  Our work upholds the national mission of preservation-based 
economic development and revitalization of commercial districts like 
ours in America,” she said.  Main Street America has been helping 
revitalize older and historic commercial districts for more than thirty-
five years.  Braselton Mayor Bill Orr added, “Braselton Main Street is 
making a huge, positive difference in our small town quality of life, 
and we congratulate Amy and the program for achieving another 
year of recognition and success.”

GARC ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
CONFERENCE HELD

 The Georgia Association of Regional Commissions’ Annual 
Economic Development Conference was held at Legacy Lodge at 
Lake Lanier Islands on May 4th through 8th.  Council Member and 
GARC Vice Chairman Lamar Houston, Mr. Dove, Mr. Walker, and 
Jordan Shoemaker represented the Northeast Georgia Regional 
Commission at the Conference.  USDA-RD State Director Joyce 
White provided the opening address on Sunday evening.  Sessions 
on Monday included Logistics – Road and Air, Logistics – Ports, 
DCA – Rural Zones and CDBG Funding Update, Tourism Product 
Development, and EDA – Program Update and Administrative 
Procedures.  The Monday Dinner Keynote Address was delivered by 
DCA Commissioner Christopher Nunn.  The Conference concluded 
on Tuesday morning with separate meetings of the GARC Board and 
the staff-level Economic Development Committee.

PLANNING RETREAT HELD FOR MONROE 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL

 The Annual Visioning Retreat for the Monroe Mayor and Council 
was held on May 10th and facilitated by Mr. Dove and Ms. Beck.  
The meeting began with a review of the short and long term goals 
established at last year’s retreat, along with programs associated with 
those.  Other accomplishments were noted, along with an overview of 
current projects/items underway.  The Mayor and Council discussed at 
length several items including Infill Development, SPLOST Overview, 
Council Meetings Format, and Directions for the City Administrator 
and Department Heads.  Attendees also suggested short term goals 
for the next twelve to eighteen months and selected priorities, before 
updating long term goals for the City.

Retreat Participants
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1:  Historic Courthouse

2:  Crawford W. Long
 Statue

3:  Historic Hardware  
 Store

4:  City Hall
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19 10:00 a.m. ADRC Advisory Board E.H. Culpepper Conference Room

19 1:30 p.m. Northeast Georgia EMS E.H. Culpepper Conference Room

21 Noon NEGRC Council Athens Holiday Inn

21 3:30 p.m. Firefly Trails Advocacy Group E.H. Culpepper Conference Room

Sincerely & Respectfully,

v


